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JUL 2, 1938 - MAR 7, 2013

L arry Joe Walden was born July 2, 1938 (Age 74) in Kokomo, Indiana to Freida
and Don Walden. He lived in a number of places with his birth mother,
relatives, and foster homes. When he was 13 he was moved to Bartlesville, OK to live
with his father. Several months later, he was taken into the home of E.S. and Lucile
Hinshaw and their three children Stanley, Kenneth, and Reta, who became his foster
family. Larry was united in marriage to Sharon K. Walden on June 3, 1960 and they
had two children; Timothy J. Walden and Sheri M. Walden. After the death of Sharon
in 2010, he was united in marriage to Melody A. Watts on June 18, 2011 and the
family increased with her son, Billy D. Watts. Larry attended Bartlesville schools he
was active in Highland Park Baptist Church and enjoyed the Boy Scouts where he
became an Eagle Scout. He worked at the Y.M.C.A. for one year, and Reda Pump
three years before graduating from Bartlesville College High School in 1956. During
college days at Oklahoma State University, he was on a five member R.O.T.C. 1958
rifle team and won the National Ist place 'Randolph Hearst Award' for outstanding
marksmanship. Larry belonged to a number of organizations during his career. He
was a life member of the Horseless Carriage Association, life member of National
Rifle Association, a national award winner of the Kiwanis Club, received the
Distinguished Kiwanis Presidents Award, coached girls Little League Softball winning
the state championship five years in a row, the past President, Treasurer and Life
Member of the Special Forces Association Chapter 'L, member of the Oil Capitol
Rod and Gun Club, Tulsa Military Vehicle Club, and Past President of the Military
Gun and Collectors Club. Larry retired as a Major in the Special Forces (Green Beret)
in 1977. He retired from Phillips 66 Advanced Composites as an engineer in 1991.
Larry then did consulting work until 1995. He later taught at Bartlesville Tri-County
Tech School for five years then until the time of his death taught Industrial
Engineering for Oklahoma State University Institute of Technology. Larry was a
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member of Riverview Baptist Church, in Bixby, OK, where he enjoyed teaching the

men's Sunday school class. He has been attending Community of Christ Church in
Broken Arrow, OK since 2011. Larry was a master parachutist, private pilot, raised a
garden each year and shared it with his neighbors, loved to hunt and fish, and had a
number of trophies on his shop wall. Larry loved to travel and was very adventurous.
He enjoyed visiting with friends and family and helping people. Larry was a
wonderful and caring Husband, Father and Grandpa (Papa). He is survived by his
wife Melody A. Walden of Broken Arrow, his son Timothy J. Walden and his wife Lori
D. Walden of Broken Arrow, OK, his daughter, Sheri M. Walden and her wife Natalie
A. Reid of Surfside Beach, SC, his step-son Billy D. Watts of Tulsa, OK and his only
grandchild, Lilian D. Walden. Funeral Service will be held at 1lam March 16, 2013 at
Community of Christ Church, 810 N. 15th Street, Broken Arrow, OK 74012

PAGE 4 OF 6



Tribute Wall Larry Joe Walden

JUL 2, 1938 - MAR 7, 2013

Tim J. Walden posted:

So | just called him dad. He was a great dad to have, from going to Hanks Barber shop when | was 5
in Dewey where | always got a haircut with him to sneaking my friends into his home office when |
was 15 to show my friends his stuff. Of course | had to learn how to get passed the locked office
door, but | figured it out and always locked it back with pride. He taught me so much and | learned
later in life all the things | felt my whole life about him was because he wasn't only my Dad, but my
hero. | will not many go a day in my life without positive reflection of the man | will always just call my
dad. | speak of him often and always will.

January 22 at 12:37 PM

Donald Marion Walden Jr posted:

To my only Brother, it saddens me that | did not get to spend the time with You that | would have liked
to. But I will always remember the ride You gave me on the back of your Motor Cycle before you went
into the Army. Dad did keep me up to date on what You were doing when You were in the Speciall
Forces. | was and | am still PROUD of You for the time You gave to our County to protect our way of
life.Love your Brother in Blood and Christ,Donald Marion Walden Jr.

March 20 at 2:11 PM

Ralph Holmes posted:

I came to know Larry through the Special Forces Association group in Tulsa. He was a pleasure to
know and respect. Larry was a gifted instructor dealing with juvenile delinquents and a true expert on
M1 Garand rifles, of which he had an extensive collection. Larry, and his wonderful sense of humor,
will be missed.Ralph Holmes

March 13 at 1:30 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Larry by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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